HKIA will come to standstill with 100% screening

Hong Kong's air cargo activities will come to a standstill if every piece bf'cé'réﬁfi
was subjected to x-ray screening when the US' 100 per cent cargo sareaﬂmg ruje :

becomes effective in August 2010, Hong Kong International Airport’s (HKIA ca:gﬂ q

manager B § Chow has warned.

( :huw told AFA conference
delegates that cargo screening
at Hong Kong International

Airport, which is the world's No. 1
international cargo airport, depends
on the Regulated Agent Regime (RAR)
scheme to prevent the unauthorised
carriage of explosives and incendiary
devices in consignments of air cargo.

“At the airport level, cargo is subjected
to a random percentage level of checks,
and if 100 per cent cargo screening is
imposed, HKIA will not be able to meet
the manpower and space requirements.
Everything will come to a standstill” he
warned.

If the cargo screening was pushed
back upstream to the manufacturers,
Chow asked whether industry executives
had faith in every employee in the
supply chain between the factory and
Hong Kong. “If the cargo is shipped
through China, anything can happen,’
he added.

Complex supply chains

Speaking on the panel’s topic of, "Will
100 per cent cargo screening create
safer skies?, Walther Nahr, Hongkong
Association of Freight Forwarding and
Logistics (Haffa), chairman, said: “1 don't
think there can be 100 per cent air cargo
screening as it will severely disrupt trade

Walther Mahr

and create huge costs to the industry if
it goes ahead next year as planned.”

The US Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) will controversially
enforce the rule in August 2010,
requiring all air cargo carried in the
bellyhold of passenger aircraft to be
physically screened - either through
detection, x-ray, or canine or hand
search.

MNahr, who iz in favour of proper risk
management and training of people to
handle air cargo to ensure safer skies,
said in seeking the best solutions for
Hong Kong during consultation with
other Haffa members, "it was found
that goods do not originate from one
factory as they sub-contract from one
factory to another, making the supply
chain very complex”.

Hong Heng International Airport's (HKIA) cargo manager B S Chow (with micraphone) warmed that the
airport’s cargo aperations will be paralysed if it has to screen 100 per cent of US-bound cargo.
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“If the US Congress continues this
way (of wanting to implement 100 per
cent air cargo screening), they will
totally disrupt trade to the US," Nahr
warned. TS5A has no influence on
trade, so shippers will just ship their
goods to another country and have
them transported by sea, air or land
into the US,

Air cargo’s ‘Plan B’

David Fielder, International Federa-
tion of Freight Forwarders Associations
(FIATA) security matters head, said one
way to circumnavigate the rule is to fly
cargo into Canada, and then truck it
across the border. Another way is to fly
freight on all-cargo aircraft as this does
not have to comply with the TSA rule,
but it cannot travel beyond its arrival
airport by air without being screened.
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Nahr said that while he believed
that 100 per cent screening would
improve safety, it would not make
cargo operations 100 per cent safe.
David Harman, CEO of Unitpool,
acknowledged that 100 per cent cargo
screening would make skies safer, but
it would not stop the bad guys from
looking at other ways to ship weapons
or other things into the US.

As an ULD manager, he said his
enquiries with ULD manufacturers
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